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The Mahajanapadas

From the 6th century BCE, iron use helped create large territorial

states.

 There were 16 Mahajanapadas in the age of Buddha.

e Magadha, Kosala, Vatsa and Avanti were powerful Mahajanapadas.

e Magadha became the most powerful Mahajanapada.

e Magadha had access to rich iron deposits.

e [ron weapons helped Magadha defeat enemies.

e [ron agricultural tools helped clear forests and expand agriculture.

e Magadha’s first capital was Rajgir.

e Magadha's second capital was Pataliputra.

e Rajgir was surrounded by five hills.

e Pataliputra was situated at the confluence of the Ganga, Gandak
and Son.

e The Ghagra joined the Ganga not far from Pataliputra.

* Magadha benefited from fertile alluvial soil and heavy rainfall.

e Magadha benefited from towns, metal money, trade and commerce.

e Magadha first used elephants on a large scale in war.

e Magadhan society was unorthodox.

e Magadha rose under Bimbisara of the Haryanka dynasty.
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e Bimbisara was a contemporary of Buddha.

e Bimbisara strengthened his position through marriage alliances.

e Chellana was a Lichchhavi princess from Vaishali and mother of
Ajatashatru.

e Magadha’s serious rival was Avanti, with capital at Ujjain.

 Bimbisara sent physician Jivaka to Ujjain when Pradyota had
Jaundice.

e Ajatashatru pursued an aggressive policy of expansion.

e Udayin built a fort at Patna near the Ganga-Son confluence.

e Shishunag founded the Nag dynasty and shifted the capital
temporarily to Vaishali.

e The Nag dynasty destroyed the power of Avanti.

e Kalashoka conducted the Second Buddhist Council at Vaishali.

e Mahapadmananda founded the Nanda dynasty.

» Nandas conquered Kalinga and brought an image of the Jina.

e Mahapadmananda claimed to be Ekarat.

e Dhanananda was ruling when Alexander invaded India.

* Nandas were extremely rich and powerful.

e Chandragupta Maurya founded the Maurya dynasty.

» Chandragupta overthrew Dhanananda and occupied Pataliputra.

e Seleucus Nicator ceded territories to Chandragupta in 303 BCE.
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e Megasthenes and Dionysius resided at the Mauryan court.

e Chandragupta is called Sandroccotus in Greek texts.

e Bindusara is called Amitrochates in Greek texts.

e Deimachus visited India during Bindusara's tenure.

e Bindusara joined the Ajivika sect.

e Ashoka propagated Dhamma in India and outside.

e Ashoka organized the Fourth Buddhist Council at Pataliputra
according to the PDF.

e Ashokan inscriptions numibered 39.

e Ashokan inscriptions appeared at 47 places and their total number
was 182.

e Ashokan inscriptions were mostly in Prakrit and Brahmi.

e In the north-west, inscriptions used Aramaic and Kharoshti.

e In Afghanistan, inscriptions used Aramaic and Greek.

e Ashoka converted to Buddhism after the Kalinga war.

 Ashoka appointed Rajukas and Dhamma Mahamatras.

e Ashoka's Dhamma focused on social order, compassion and proper

conduct.

OGCDDA - India's Leading Knowledge Platform for Defence Exams www.ogcdda.com


https://ogcdda.com/

Click Subject Button to Explore Mor/e—\

BlE]

ENGLISH

Noun, Pronoun, Verb, Tense, Preposition,
Subject-verb agreement and adverbs

Check Now =

g

HISTORY

Ancient, Medieval, Modern Indian History,

Freedom Stiuggle

f-) NDA EXAM CDS EXAM OTA EXAM AFCAT EXAM

O

PHYSICS

Mechanics, Thermodynamics, Optics and
Madern Physics Concepts for defence exams

Check Now =

3

GEOGRAPHY

Physical Geegraphy, Indian Geography,
Mapping, Climate

Chock Now —

e
CHEMISTRY

Physical, Organic, Inorganic Chermistry and
Environmental Science topics

)

POLITY

Constitution, Fundamenrtal Rights,

Pardiament, Judiciary

-]
-
Cell, Tissues, Dissase, Photosynthesis,

Reproduction, Nervous System

.l.l_'

ECONOMICS

Indian Economy, Budget, Inflation, Banking,

Fiscal Policy

Chock Mow —

20
+ 1
+ 1

MATHEMATICS

Algebra, Calculus, Trigonometry, Coordinate

geometry, Probability and statistics

e
EVS

Environment, Ecclogy, Biodiversity, Climate
Change, Sustainable Development

Check Now =+

Click Exam
Button to
Explore More

RIMC EXAM SSB INTERVIEW

want to Ace
Defence Exams

To Know More About Offline & Online Defence Coaching Programs

= = occoon

Your Knowledge Base For Defence Exams

= OGCDDA

TRiEs A e )
=

Exam Guides

| Subject Knowledge

uuuuuu

s akuary Phatais i Han
.......



https://ogcdda.com/
https://ogcdda.com/
https://ogcdda.com/physics/physics/
https://ogcdda.com/chemistry/chemistry/
https://ogcdda.com/biology/biology/
https://ogcdda.com/maths/mathematics/
https://ogcdda.com/history/history/
https://ogcdda.com/geography/geography/
https://ogcdda.com/polity/polity/
https://ogcdda.com/economics/economics/
https://ogcdda.com/EVS/EVS/
https://ogcdda.com/rimc-entrance-exam-2026/
https://ogcdda.com/ssb-interview/
https://ogcdda.com/cds-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/cds-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/cds-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/ota-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/ota-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/ota-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/afcat-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/afcat-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/afcat-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/english/english/
https://ogcdda.com/nda-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/nda-exam/
https://ogcdda.com/english/english/
https://ogcdda.com/physics/physics/
https://ogcdda.com/physics/physics/
https://ogcdda.com/chemistry/chemistry/
https://ogcdda.com/chemistry/chemistry/
https://ogcdda.com/biology/biology/
https://ogcdda.com/biology/biology/
https://ogcdda.com/maths/mathematics/
https://ogcdda.com/maths/mathematics/
https://ogcdda.com/EVS/EVS/
https://ogcdda.com/EVS/EVS/
https://ogcdda.com/economics/economics/
https://ogcdda.com/economics/economics/
https://ogcdda.com/polity/polity/
https://ogcdda.com/polity/polity/
https://ogcdda.com/geography/geography/
https://ogcdda.com/geography/geography/
https://ogcdda.com/history/history/
https://ogcdda.com/history/history/
https://ogcdda.com/contact%20us/
https://ogcdda.com/contact%20us/
https://ogcdda.com/contact%20us/

	OGCDDA - India's Leading Knowledge Platform for Defence Exams
	www.ogcdda.com
	OGCDDA - India's Leading Knowledge Platform for Defence Exams
	www.ogcdda.com
	OGCDDA - India's Leading Knowledge Platform for Defence Exams
	www.ogcdda.com
	Click Subject Button to Explore More
	ENGLISH
	PHYSICS
	HISTORY
	GEOGRAPHY
	CHEMISTRY
	BIOLOGY
	MATHEMATICS
	POLITY
	ECONOMICS
	EVS
	NDA EXAM
	OTA EXAM
	AFCAT EXAM
	CDS EXAM
	Click Exam Button to Explore More
	RIMC EXAM
	SSB INTERVIEW
	Want to Ace
	Defence Exams
	To Know More About Offline & Online Defence Coaching Programs
	Click Here

