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Great Indian Desert - Also called Thar Desert.

Desert - Arid or semi-arid region.

Marusthal - Desert or dead land.

Thar Desert rank - 17th largest desert in the world.

Hot subtropical desert rank - 9th largest.

Location - North-west of Aravalli Hills.

Main Indian state - Rajasthan.

Also found in - Gujarat, Punjab and Haryana.

Share in India - About 85 per cent of Thar Desert.

Annual rainfall - Around 150 mm.

Reason for low vegetation - Low rainfall and high evaporation.

Marusthali - Name used because of dry desert conditions.

Bagar - Semi-arid region of Thar Desert.

Rohi - Fertile patches in Bagar region.

Luni - Only large river in the region.

Most rivers - Ephemeral or seasonal.

Drainage - Inland drainage.
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Playas - Flat dry lake beds in arid and semi-arid regions.

Brackish lakes and playas - Important source of salt.

Saline lakes - Sambhar, Didwana, Degana, Kuchaman, Sargol, Khatu.

Most of Thar - Covered by sand plains and sand dunes.

Barchan dunes - Crescent-shaped dunes.

Longitudinal dunes - Mostly found near India-Pakistan border.

Chhatra / Mushroom rocks - Important desert erosional features.

Dhriyan - Local name of shifting sand dunes.

Oasis - Found in southern Thar Desert.

Flora - Khejri, acacia, cacti, dhok, ronj, salai, sewan grass.

Fauna - Blackbuck, chinkara, Indian wild ass, Great Indian Bustard.

Desert National Park - Important for desert flora and fauna.

Underlying rocks - Part of Peninsular Plateau.

Surface features shaped by - Physical weathering and wind action.

Mesozoic Era - Thar landmass was under the sea.

Marine evidence - Wood fossils at Aakal and marine deposits near

Brahmsar, Jaisalmer.

Age debate - Around 4,000 to 10,000 years old according to some;

around 1500 to 2000 BC according to others.

Northern slope - Towards Sindh.

Southern slope - Towards Rann of Kutch.

Thali - Sandy plain north of Luni River.
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