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Northern Plains
Of India

e Northern Plains - Also called Indo-Gangetic-Brahmaputra Plains.
e Formed by - Indus, Ganga and Brahmaputra river systems.
 Upper Peninsular rivers - Also contributed slightly.

e Largest alluvial tract - Indo-Gangetic-Brahmaputra Plain.
 Length - About 3,200 Km from mouth of Indus to mouth of Ganga.
e Average width - 150 to 300 Km.

e Alluvium depth - 1,000 to 2,000 metres.

 Northern boundary - Shiwaliks.

e Southern boundary - Northern edge of Peninsular India.

» Western boundary - Sulaiman and Kirthar ranges.

o Eastern boundary - Purvanchal hills.

e Chief characteristic - Extreme horizontality.

 North to south zones - Bhabar, Terai and alluvial plains.

e Alluvial plains divided into - Bhangar and Khadar.

 Bhabar - Narrow, porous belt along Shiwalik foothills.

 Bhabar width - 8 to 10 Km.

 Bhabar feature - Streams disappear due to porosity.
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e Bhabar agriculture - Not suitable for agriculture.
e Terai - Marshy, damp, ill-drained and forested belt.
e Terai width - 10 to 20 Km.

e Terai feature - Underground streams re-emerge.

e Terai more marked in - Eastern part due to higher rainfall.

e Bhangar - Older alluvium.

e Kankar - Calcareous deposits found in Bhangar.

e Khadar - Newer alluvium.

e Khadar location - Flood plains along river banks.

o Khadar fertility - Most fertile because new alluvium is deposited almost
every year.

e Mature fluvial landforms - Sand bars, meanders, ox-bow lakes and braided

channels.
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