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Indian Physiography

 Physiography - Study of natural and physical features of the Earth’s
surface.

e India’s landforms - Formed by plate movement, folding, faulting,
erosion and deposition.

e Major geological divisions - Peninsular Block, Himalayas and Indo-
Ganga-Brahmaputra Plain.

e Peninsular Block - Old, stable and made of ancient rocks.

 Himalayas - Young, weak and flexible mountains.

* Indo-Ganga-Brahmaputra Plain - Formed by sediments brought by
Himalayan and Peninsular rivers.

 Major physiographic divisions - Great Himalayas, Northern Plains,
Peninsular Plateau, Great Indian Desert, Coastal Plains and Indian
Islands.

e Great Himalayas - Young fold mountains.

 Northern Plains - Largest alluvial tract of the world.

e Peninsular Plateau - Oldest and most stable landform of India.

e Great Indian Desert - Also called Thar Desert.

‘e Coastal Plains - Divided into Western and Eastern Coastal Plains.

¢ Indian Islands - Andaman and Nicobar in Bay of Bengal,

Lakshadweep in Arabian Sea.
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