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Coastal Plains
Of India

e Coastal Plains - Narrow coastal strip between Peninsular Plateau and
coastline.

e India’s coastline - About 11,098.81 Km.

e Coastline origin - Faulting of Gondwanaland during Cretaceous
period.

 Two divisions - Western Coastal Plains and Eastern Coastal Plains.

 Both coastal plains meet at - Kanyakumari.

 Western Coastal Plains - Between Western Ghats and Arabian Sea.

» Western Coast nature - Submerged coastline.

» Western Coast advantage - Better natural ports and harbours.

 Western Coastal subdivisions - Kutch Peninsula, Kathiawar
Peninsula, Gujarat Plain, Konkan Plain, Karnataka Coastal Plain,
Kerala Plain.

» Kutch Peninsula - Originally an island surrounded by seas and
lagoons.

 Great Rann - Salt-soaked plain north of Kutch.

o Little Rann - Southern continuation of Great Rann.
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e Kathiawar Peninsula - South of Kutch Peninsula.

e Girnar Hills - Highest point of Kathiawar region.
e Gir Range - Famous for Gir lion.

e Gujarat Plain - Formed by Narmada, Tapi, Mahi and Sabarmati deposits.
e Gujarat Plain slope - West and south-west.

e Konkan Plain - Daman to Goa, about 500 Km.

e Konkan width - 50 to 80 Km.

e Karnataka Coast - Goa to Mangalore.

o Karnataka Coast width - 30 to 50 Km, maximum 70 Km near Mangalore.
e Kunchikal Falls - 455 metres, on Varahi River.

e Jog Falls - 253 metres, on Sharavati River.

e Kerala Plain - Also called Malabar Plain.

o Kerala Plain extent - Mangalore to Kanyakumari, about 500 Km.

o Kerala backwaters - Kayals.

e Largest Kayal - Vembanad Lake.

e Punnamada Kayal - Nehru Trophy Vallamkali boat race.

o Eastern Coastal Plains - Between Eastern Ghats and Bay of Bengal.

o Eastern Coastal extent - Subarnarekha River to Kanyakumari.

e Eastern Coastal average width - 120 Km.

o Eastern Coast nature - Emergent coastline.

o Eastern Coast formation - Alluvial filling by Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna and
Cauvery.

‘e Eastern Coastal subdivisions - Utkal Plain, Andhra Plain, Tamil Nadu Plain.

o Utkal Plain - Odisha coast including Mahanadi Delta.
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e Chilika Lake - Located in Utkal Plain.

e Andhra Plain - South of Utkal Plain up to Pulicat Lake.

e Sriharikota Island - Sand spit near Pulicat Lake; ISRO launch station.
e Andhra Plain feature - Godavari and Krishna delta formation.

e Kolleru Lake - Located in Andhra Plain.

e Tamil Nadu Plain - Pulicat Lake to Kanyakumari, about 675 Km.

e Tamil Nadu coast - Coromandel Coast.

e Cauvery Delta - Granary of South India.
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